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the principle of fairness embedded in current
law which dictates that different families with
the same total income should be treated
equally for tax purposes. The leading bill last
Congress sought to fix the marriage penalty in
a manner that would have inadvertently penal-
ized families that chose to have one parent
stay at home.

I made this point when I testified before the
Ways and Means Committee in support of a
marriage tax proposal Representative BOB
RILEY and I developed, which doubled the
standard deduction for married couples to
twice that of singles. The legislation essentially
also doubled the tax brackets of married cou-
ples to twice that of singles. One income fami-
lies often have the toughest time making ends
meet, particularly if they are raising children.

I am gratified that the marriage penalty bill
the House will pass today embraces the ap-
proach developed in the tax bill I proposed
with Mr. RILEY. The Marriage Tax Relief Act
would eliminate or substantially reduce the
penalty for virtually every couple currently bur-
dened by the tax. Furthermore, marriage pen-
alty relief would be targeted to primarily ben-
efit low and middle-income families.

Critics complain that this legislation is too
expensive or would provide so-called bonuses
to families in which one spouse stays at home
to raise children. Indeed, it would require
Washington to give back billions of dollars to
America’s families. and yes, the bill as drafted
would lighten the tax burden for certain fami-
lies sustained by a single income. However,
the preservation and security of the smallest,
yet most important unit of government—the
family—is too important to shortchange with
more economical, but less effective proposals.
Additionally, it simply isn’t fair to require mar-
ried couples who prefer parent-care over day-
care to pay more in taxes.

For years, the Tax Code has been used to
penalize the creation and maintenance of co-
hesive family units. This is foolish and unfair.
The Marriage Tax Relief Act of 2000 will put
an end to this discrimination and I urge the
Senate to immediately pass this legislation
and send it on to the President.
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TRIBUTE TO HONDA OF SOUTH
CAROLINA

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2000

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
bring to the attention of my colleagues the re-
cent announcement by Honda of South Caro-
lina Manufacturing, Inc. (HSC) located in the
Sixth Congressional District, to expand its cur-
rent all-terrain vehicle (ATV) plant in
Timmonsville, South Carolina. On January 21,
2000, HSC broke ground on a new $20 million
engine manufacturing operation. The new ex-
pansion will allow HSC to produce an engine
currently made in Japan and will lead to the
hiring of an additional 200 associates.

HSC began ATC production in July 1998.
The expansion will increase Honda’s total in-
vestment in HSC to more than $70 million.
When the new engine operation reaches full
capacity in 2001, HSC will have an annual
production capacity of 150,000 ATV’s and en-
gines and will employ approximately 625 asso-

ciates. Construction of the 50,000 square foot
expansion for engine machining and casting
will begin immediately and will be completed
by late summer. Upon completion, the plant
will total 330,000 square feet.

Honda’s ATV sales in America grew more
than 20% in 1999. In addition, 20% of the
products manufactured at HSC are exported
to overseas markets including Australia, New
Zealand, and the United Kingdom.

Mr. Speaker, please join with me in saluting
Honda of South Carolina Manufacturing, Inc.
on their newest expansion. The Sixth Con-
gressional District and the State of South
Carolina are grateful for Honda’s investment in
our State and look forward to a long and pros-
perous business partnership.
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Tuesday, February 15, 2000

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, due to nec-
essary medical treatment, I was not present
for the following votes. If I had been present,
I would have voted as follows:

JANUARY 31, 2000

Rollcall vote 2, on the motion to suspend
the rules and pass H. Con. Res. 244, Author-
izing the Use of the Rotunda for Holocaust
Memorial, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’.

Rollcall vote 3, on the motion to suspend
the rules and pass H.R. 2130, the Hillory J.
Farias and Samantha Reid Date-Rape Pre-
vention Drug Act, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’.

FEBRUARY 1, 2000

Rollcall vote 4, on the motion to suspend
the rules and pass H.R. 764, the Child Abuse
Prevention and Enforcement Act, I would have
voted ‘‘yea’’.

Rollcall vote 5, on passage of H.R. 1838,
the Taiwan Security Enhancement Act, I would
have voted ‘‘yea’’.

Rollcall vote 6, on the motion to instruct
conferees for H.R. 2990 the Bipartisan Con-
sensus Managed Care Improvement Act, I
would have voted ‘‘nay’’.

FEBRUARY 2, 2000

Rollcall vote 7, on passage of H.R. 2005,
the Workplace Goods Job Growth and Com-
petitiveness Act, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’.
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Tuesday, February 15, 2000

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, in
October of last year, I expressed concerns in
this Chamber on the condition of democracy in
Croatia. At that time, the leadership of Croatia
was resisting the transition towards free elec-
tions, stalling the construction of democratic
institutions, flaunting the rule of law, and
squashing ethnic diversity. Those that held
power were maintaining it in two significant
ways. The first was through the manipulation
of the political system to their advantage, in-
cluding, in particular, efforts to control the
media and the unwillingness to allow free and

fair elections. Second, there was heavy reli-
ance on nationalist passions for support. Za-
greb’s policies swayed the loyalties of Croats
in neighboring Bosnia and made it difficult for
the displaced Serb population to return to the
country.

Since last October, things have changed
drastically and for the better. In the Parliamen-
tary election of January 3, the desire of the
people for change was manifested as the
party that had ruled since the fall of com-
munism was defeated by an opposition coali-
tion led by the new Prime Minister, Ivica
Racan. Meanwhile, in a special presidential
election on February 7 to succeed the late
Franjo Tudjman, Stipe Mesic won on promises
of reform, of a more democratic political sys-
tem with diminished power for the presidency,
of greater cooperation with The Hague in the
prosecution of war criminals, of progress in
the implementation of the Dayton Accords in
Bosnia, and of the return of Croatia’s dis-
placed Serb population. These changes have
been universally applauded, specifically by
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright during
her visit to Croatia on February 2. In fact, Mr.
Speaker, I join the Secretary of State in com-
mending the new policies of Croatia’s leaders,
and I compliment our able Ambassador to
Croatia, William Montgomery, for his role in
pressing for democratic change.

Mr. Speaker, it is good that Croatia’s new
leadership is talking about substantial reform.
However, we must be sure that it is not just
talk. We must be sure to encourage Croatia to
move closer towards full freedom, true justice,
and greater prosperity for all of her citizens,
regardless of ethnicity. We must continue to
press for the surrender to The Hague of those
indicted for war crimes. As we do, we must be
ready to support Croatia, even as we have
been ready to criticize Croatia’s shortcomings
in the past. Recent violence in southeastern
Europe underscores the need for true democ-
racy in the region.

In closing, I congratulate Croatia’s new lead-
ership and its promise of progress. Now that
reform is on the horizon, I am hopeful that
Croatia will soon be an integrated partner in
European affairs.
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Tuesday, February 15, 2000

Mr. BLAGOJEVICH. Mr. Speaker, due to
flight delays out of Chicago yesterday, I was
unable to make the vote on rollcall vote No.
16 on H. Con. Res. 247 and vote No. 17 on
H. Con. Res. 76. Had I been present, I would
have voted ‘‘yes’’ on both votes. I would ask
that my votes be reflected in the RECORD.
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TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL DEBONIS

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2000

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate a distinguished young man,
Michael DeBonis, for attaining the rank of
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Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America. Mi-
chael is a member of Boy Scout Troop 69. He
will receive this award at an Eagle Scout
Court of Honor at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 20, 2000 at the Hobart Scout Cabin, lo-
cated in Hobart, Indiana.

Boy Scout Troop 69 was founded at St.
Bridget Church in Hobart, Indiana. Since its
founding in 1957, Boy Scout Troop 69 has be-
come one of the most successful scout troops
in Northwest Indiana. Since 1987, fifteen boys
from this troop have achieved the prestigious
rank of Eagle Scout. Only an elite group of
Boy Scouts attain the Eagle Scout ranking,
which is the highest of seven rankings in the
Boy Scouts of America organization. In order
to become an Eagle Scout, a Boy Scout must
complete the following three tasks: earn 21
merit badges; complete a service project; and
demonstrate strong leadership skills within the
troop.

Scout Master Robert Bell must take credit
for much of this success. He has been Scout
Master of Troop 69 since 1987 and is directly
responsible for the excellent program which
has led to the development of such fine young
men. Mr. Bell devotes significant time to
scouting and has displayed qualities of per-
sonal understanding, dedication to youth and
advocacy for their cause, which has made his
troop and his entire community very proud.
The following are the names of the Eagle
Scouts who have come from Troop 69 since
Bob Bell has been Scout Master: George E.
Murchek, 1987; William Guinee, 1987; Robert
W. Bell, 1988; David Strickley, 1988; Michael
Murchek, 1989; Michael Stewart, 1990; Rich-
ard Duirda, 1991; Richard A. Sapper, III, 1992;
Joel Detterline, 1993; Dennis King, 1995; Eric
Stage, 1995; Chad Wolf, 1998; Jeremiah
Jackson, 1999; Philip Sirota, 1999; and Mi-
chael DeBonis, 1999.

The most recent addition to this list, Michael
DeBonis, began in scouting as a Tiger Cub in
the first grade. He attended St. Bridget School
in Hobart, and is currently attending Andrean
High School in Merrillville, Indiana, where he
will graduate this June. Michael has served in
several positions of responsibility in scouting
and was twice Senior Patrol Leader of his
troop. Michael also won the Arrow of Life and
was inducted into the Order of the Arrow.

Michael attained the rank of Eagle Scout in
conjunction with his academic and athletic
achievements at Andrean High School. He
served as Captain of the Andrean High School
Quiz Bowl Team, which won the Indiana State
Championship in 1998, and was runner-up in
1999. Michael has also been named an All-
Star on Andrean’s various academic teams
and has won numerous awards as a member
of the Andrean Academic Superbowl Teams in
Social Studies, Science and Interdisciplinary.
Additionally, he plays Defensive Tackle on the
Varsity Football Team at Andrean. Michael
has achieved all of these accomplishments
and yet has maintained an A average at
Andrean and is a National Merit Scholarship
Semi-Finalist.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Michael DeBonis for his commendable
achievement. His parents, Tony and Shelia
DeBonis, can be proud of their son because it
takes a great deal of tenacity and devotion to
achieve such an illustrious ranking. This young
man has a promising future ahead of him,
which will undoubtedly include improving the

quality of life in Indiana’s First Congressional
District.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH,
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF
SERVICE

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
tell you about a small church that has cele-
brated 100 years of service to the community
of Craig, Colorado.

The entire town of Craig was invited to help
celebrate the 100th birthday of the First Con-
gregational Church on January 2, 2000. It was
a time to reflect on the past and plan for the
future as Reverend Edwin Mendanhall deliv-
ered an inspirational message to the con-
gregation. The church was founded by a
group of 16 people in 1900. Within just a few
months, the church had found a pastor and
was chartered with 29 parishioners. Generous
gifts from members of the church contributed
to the purchase of a new bell in 1904 and it
is still used today. A new facility was built and
put to use in 1959.

The First Congregational Church is affiliated
with the Rocky Mountain United Church of
Christ Conference. As part of the centennial
celebration the church will host the con-
ference’s annual meeting in June of 2000.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to offer this tribute in honor of the centennial
celebration of the First Congregational Church
and in recognition of its members.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2000

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, due to nec-
essary medical treatment, I was not present
for the following votes. If I had been present,
I would have voted as follows:

FEBRUARY 8, 2000

Rollcall vote 8, on the motion to suspend
the rules and agree to the Senate amendment
to H.R. 1451, the Abraham Lincoln Bicenten-
nial Commission Act, I would have voted
‘‘yea.’’

Rollcall vote 9, on the motion to suspend
the rules and pass S. 632, the Poison Control
Center Enhancement and Awareness Act, I
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

Rollcall vote 10, on agreeing to the Resolu-
tion H. Res. 418, expressing the Condolences
of the House on the Death of the Honorable
Carl B. Albert, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’
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TRIBUTE TO EVELYN CLARKE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2000

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I want to recog-
nize the important community contributions of
Evelyn Clarke.

Evelyn was born and educated in Charles-
ton, South Carolina. She has been active in
Brooklyn community affairs for a number of
years. Not one to rest on her laurels, Evelyn
continued to work in Central Brooklyn even
after she retired from 35 years of service with
the Marriott Essex House Hotel. She began
volunteering at the Berean Missionary Baptist
Church’s Senior Center where she has been
credited with initiating a number of new senior
programs. Evelyn has also worked with the
Auxiliary at Kings County Hospital Center. She
served as its President for four years.

The proud mother of one daughter, Dotrice
and two grandsons, Ian and Christopher, and
several nieces and nephews, Evelyn Clarke
has made her mark as an advocate for sen-
iors and a key supporter for one of Brooklyn’s
largest medical centers. Please join me in
honoring Evelyn Clarke as one of Brooklyn’s
most committed activists.
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FEDERAL COURT ASSIGNMENT OF
CRIMINAL CASES

HON. DOUG BEREUTER
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2000
Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member

highly commends to his colleagues and sub-
mits for the RECORD this February 12, 2000,
editorial from the Omaha World Herald regard-
ing Federal court assignment of criminal cases
concerning President Clinton’s friends. Our
colleague, Representative HOWARD COBLE (R-
NC), recently discovered frequent use of a
special rule allowing the chief judge to bypass
the random assignment system for certain
‘‘protracted’’ cases; in this instance, fund-
raising cases involving friends of the President
that have been assigned to judges appointed
by the President. This situation certainly
should be investigated. It’s little wonder that
increasingly Americans are wondering if one
can get justice from the Justice Department.

JUDGING A JUDGE’S JUDGMENT

The Washington, D.C. panel of federal
judges that oversees judicial conduct there
has reopened what had looked like’s closed
controversy. The judges were right to do so.
The situation involved the chief judge’s prior
practice—it might reasonably be character-
ized as a habit—of naming judges who were
appointees of President Clinton to preside
over criminal cases involving his friends.

That particular federal judicial district
has a computer system to assign almost all
criminal cases randomly. The idea of putting
the system in place was to avoid both the ap-
pearance and the reality of favoritism. But
there was a special rule, which was recently
eliminated, allowing the chief judge to by-
pass the system for ‘‘protracted’’ cases.

Chief Judge Norma Holloway Johnson used
the rule with what might politely be called
enthusiasm. It was revealed in recent
months that five Democratic campaign fund-
raising prosecutions and a tax-evasion case
against Clinton confidant Webster Hubbell
went to Clinton appointees. Now, appeals
court Judge Stephen Williams has been or-
dered to look into the circumstances of these
and other case assignments.

The decision to revive the inquiry was
made after the revelation by Rep. Howard
Coble, R-N.C., of additional non-random as-
signments in fund-raising cases, including
one involving a former fund-raiser for Vice
President Al Gore.
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